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I Saint Joseph’s Passionist Church
I 2nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
18t January 2026
Saint Joseph’s Passionist Church

| Tel: (01) 4227 28 56 [Int’l + 33 1]

Email : stiosephparis@orange.fr
(Secretary)

| stioparis60avhoche@gmail.com

. (Parish Coordinator)

| Website: www.saintjosephs.fr

i Facebook: StdosephsChurchParis

. Saturdays: Masses 11.00am;

| Vigil: 6.30pm
* Sundays : Masses: 9.30 & 11.00am,
I 12.30 & 6.30 pm

| Mon-Fri Mass: 8:30Am

- Eucharistic Adoration : 5:30-6.30pm
! Confessions: Saturday: 11.30 —

I 12.30 & 5.30-6.30 p.m.

OR by appointment.

CCD CLASSES CONTINUES
THIS SUNDAY, 18th January
2026

MALTA DOOR COLLECTIONS
for LEPROSY next weekend,
24t & 25t January @ ALL
MASSES.

This Week @ St. Joseph'’s :

Sun 18" Jan. 12.15-1.30 FAITH &
DANCE SESSION
Tues 20" Jan. 2.00pm ACWO
Galettes des Rois
Wed 21t Jan. 11.00am BIBLE
STUDY
Thurs 22" Jan. 8.00pm RCIA
8.30pm YAM Faith Booster
(online)

COLLECTIONS : Masses 10/11Jan:

Collections : 3144,67€;
CC: 904,00€.
Shrines : 181,85€; CC : 100,00€.
Coffee :50,63€.
Bookstall : 20,00€. CC : 20,00€.

Please Note: “St Joseph’s ADP’ in
the French Tax receipt Authorized
Charity for St Joseph’s. Direct
regular debits or single donations
can be done from our website;
cheques to “St Joseph’s ADP”.
Thanks a lot for your constant
generosity.

Behold the Lamb

How suddenly the Christmastide interval comes to an end! For nearly three
weeks we have been playing truant from the grim school of life, among sights
and sounds that brought back our childhood; the mystery of a cave, and the
warm smell of a stable.

And then the Epiphany octave has for its tailpiece the gaunt figure of Saint
John, pointing to the Man he has baptised and saying: “Look, this is the Lamb
of God!” Just as we are wrapping away the last sheep from the Crib...[we
are] reminded that the lamb’s role is to be a victim! That is what the Baptist
will have meant; to the Jewish mind, the lamb was not particularly a type of
innocence. The last present the Wise Men brought was, after all, the wisest;
Simeon was right—this Child was to be a sign men would refuse to recognise.
The shadow of the Passion has fallen over our rejoicings.

Yes, it is like Saturday night in the schoolroom; our toys must be put away. At
all times there have been Christians who were so far betrayed into error by
temperament or by false logic, as to think that nature was utterly tainted by
the Fall, that God’s gifts were only snares, that we must refuse all comfort,
fight shy of all mirth, shake our heads over all enjoyment. Against that wet-
blanket doctrine, Christmas is a salutary protest; God suckled by a Mother’s
milk, among friendly creatures, recognised by simple hearts—yes,
Bethlehem is the antidote. But Bethlehem—heaven finding a home on earth—
is not all. Jordan, too, has its place in the Christian philosophy; baptismal
Jordan, the type of death, and separation, and penance for wrong done.
God’s gifts are not simply his birthday presents; they are the stepping-stones
of mortification as well.

By all means let us wish one another—ourselves even—a comfortable new
year. But we might steel ourselves with the resolution not to demand comfort
as aright or cling to it.

Monsignor Ronald A. Knox

Monsignor Knox (1 1957) was a British Catholic apologist and translator of the Bible. (From
Lightning Meditations. © 1959, Sheed and Ward, New York, NY. All rights reserved.)
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